SUMMARY

HA-333

Matthews-Hall House
3145 East Nobles Mill Rd.
Darlington, Md. 21034

By virtue of its gable roof with varying pitches and overhanging gables, its variety
of sheathing (i.e. German siding and scalloped shingles), the central brick chimney, and
decorative windows with colored glass borders the Matthews-Hall House can be identified
as a proponent of the picturesquely electic styles for small houses or "cottages" of the
late Victorian era.

It was probably built in the late 19th century by Samuel and Ruth Matthews or by
Joshua Matthews on the 123-acre farm comprising part of the tract, "Bachelors Good Luck".
The Matthews-Hall House has few stylistic peers in the area around Deer Creek and is more
sympatico with its contempories in and around Aberdeen.
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This 2-story el-shaped frame cottage of what can only be called eclectic
picturesque style, is located on the east side of East Nobles Mill Road, between
Nobles Mill Road and Trappe Church Road.

By virtue of its gable roof with varying pitches and shapes and series of
overhanging gables, its variety of sheathing materials, i. e. German siding in the firct
story and scalloped shingles in the gables, the central brick chimney with a corbelled
cap, and the decorative 1/1 sash windows with borders of small panes of colored glass
around the upper sashes, this house can be identified as a proponent of the picturesquely
electic styles for small hcouses or "cottages" of the late Victorian age.

The house seems to have been practically sauare originally, and the porch spanning
the north and west sides was probably added and the south end filled in later to make
the house el-shaped. An exterior brick chimney was also added at the juncture of the
1-room addition and the south facade of the original house.

A side-by-side description of the house is in order since each side is different:

The nortin facade has an entrance in the center bay, flanked by a window on each
side. The east side has a door in the center bay with a window in the south bay,
where there is a bulkhead entrance to the basement. The south side has 2 full-sized
windows and the upper sash of a 3rd window 1in the 1st story. The overhanging
gable has a second overhang in the gable peak and a pair of windows in the second story.
The west side, partially covered by the one-room addition, has an entrance in the first
story, a window in the 2nd story, and, above that, the gable again has a double over-
hang with a small single Tight replaced window in the Tower gable.

The 1-story porch has posts with rock-faced concrete block bases and tapered,
panelled shafts.

North of the house is a one-story shed with exposed eaves and machine sawn rafters.

Fast of that is a gambrel-roofed barn and silo, also apparently early-to-mid 20th
century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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With its large expanse of intersecting roofs, series of overhanging gables, variety
of exterior sheathing, ornamental windows, and central brick chimney, the Matthews-Hall
House is a marvelous picturesque cottage with few peers in this part (i.e. the Deer Creek
Valley) of Harford County. It was probably built in the late 19th centry by Samuel and
Ruth Matthews or by Joshua Matthews.

The 1878 Martenet's Map shows no structure in this location but there is one
belonging to S.H. Matthews east of this location. In an equity case involving a mortgage
default of S.H. Matthews in 1891, the 123 acre farm, par% of the tract "Bachelors Good
Luck", was sold to T%cy B. Matthews and Joshua Matthews. In 1897, Ruth Mgtthews pur-

_ chased the farm backZand in 1912, as a widow, sold it to Tacy B. Matthews.” The farm
stayed in the Matthews family until 1957, when it was sold to Marchant Hall. Prior to
the ownership of Samuel H. Matthews, this had been the home farm of his uncle, Joshua
Hopkins, who willed it to him in 1862 at the cost of $65/acre.

1. WSF Liber 73, Folio 373
2. WSF Liber 92, Folio 115
3. JAR Liber 137, folio 77
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MATTHEWS-HALL HOUSE

Title Search

477/444 March 9, 1957
GRG 306/279 May 31, 1947
GRG 306/278 May 31, 1947
DEW 216/258B June 28, 1930
JAR 137/77 March 20, 1912
WSF 92/155 Jan. 27, 1897
WSF 73/373 June 7, 1892

ER WSF 41/305 Sept. 7, 1891

ALJ 29/282 Sept. 15, 1873

HA-333

Grantor: T. Oliver and Mary Alice Matthews
Grantee: Marchant H. and Ruth P. Hall
Acreage 70 A.

Grantor: Virginia R. Savin
Grantee: T. Oliver and Mary Alice Matthews
Acreage: 85A

Grantor: T. 0Oliver and Mary Alice Matthews
Grantee: Virginia R. Savin
Acreage: 85 A.

Grantor: Tacy B. Matthews Swift of Philadelphia
Grantee: T. OTliver Matthews, nephew
Acreage: 85 A of Bachelors Good Luck

Grantor: Ruth H. Matthews, widow
Grantee: Tacy B. Matthews
Acreage: 123 A. "Bachelor's Good Luck"

Grantor: Joshua H. and Mary E. Matthews
Grantee: Ruth H. Matthews
Acreage: "Bachelors Good Luck"

Grantor: Stevenson A. Williams, trustee
(Thomas Hollingsworth et al admrs. vs.
Samuel H. Matthews & wf.)

2nd Part: Charles A. Andrews

Sum: $4325

3rd Part: Tacy B. Matthews, Joshua Matthews
Acreage: Bachelors Good Luck = 123 A.

Thos. Hollingsworth et al, administrators of
Philip & Wm. Warner, dec. vs. Samuel H. & Ruth
Matthews

Mortgage default: Samuel H. & Ruth H. Matthews
took out mortgage with Philip and William H.
Warner for $4000, 8/25/1879

Grantor: Henry W. Archer, trustee
Samuel H. Matthews vs. Joshua H.

Shaw et al
Grantee: Samuel H. Matthews
Acreage: "Home Farm" upon which Joshua Hopkins

resided at time of death = 123 A
& 2 other tracts = 10 A
+ 10A 27 p

(See continuation sheet #1)



(Continuation Sheet #1)

MATTHEWS-HALL HOUSE
Title Search
HA-333

10. ER ALJ 24/14] May 10, 1973 Samuel H. Matthews vs. Joshua H. Shaw et al
) Settlement of Joshua Hopkins estate
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